Thanks for downloading New York Rural Water Association’s Vulnerability Assessment (VA) and/or Water Supply Emergency Response Plan (ERP) Templates!

Purpose and Use of the Templates

Steve Winkley, Groundwater Specialist with New York Rural Water Association (NYRWA), wrote the VA and ERP templates to allow operators/managers of smaller water systems to complete vulnerability assessments and emergency response plans.  Health department personnel are welcome to use these templates as well.  However, NYRWA requests that local health departments please inform us of: (a) any changes that are made to the templates; and (b) the names of the water systems that are given the templates.  This will allow us to effectively track what systems are utilizing the templates and help us determine if any changes need to be made in the overall templates.

Security Issues

For drinking water system serving >3,300 population, the vulnerability assessment should be completed using the appropriate VA template and the Security Vulnerability Self-Assessment Guide for Drinking Water Systems Serving Populations From 3,301 to 10,000 (downloadable from our website) that was completed by the National Rural Water Association and the Association of Safe Drinking Water Administrators and later adopted and modified by the New York State Department of Health.  Water systems should complete the self-assessment guide and attach it as Appendix A in NYRWA’s overall vulnerability assessment template.  

Similarly, for systems serving less than 3,301 population, the vulnerability assessment should be completed using the appropriate VA template and the Security Vulnerability Self-Assessment Guide for Small Drinking Water Systems (downloadable from our website) that was completed by the National Rural Water Association and the Association of Safe Drinking Water Administrators and later adopted and modified by the New York State Department of Health. Water systems should complete the self-assessment guide and attach it as Appendix A in NYRWA’s overall vulnerability assessment template. 

Helpful Hints

After downloading the template files as .doc (Microsoft Word) files, first save the documents as different name(s).  Next, begin completing the VA and/or ERP by filling in the gray shaded text fields of the templates.  Once the templates have been completed, make sure that you update the table of contents by right clicking on the table of contents, click update field, and then update entire table.  You can navigate around the document by left clicking on the table of contents.

Please utilize New York Rural Water Association’s free technical assistance in completing your vulnerability assessment and/or emergency response plans.  Groundwater systems may wish to contact Steve Winkley of NYRWA at Winkley@nyruralwater.org for free on-site technical assistance.   Also contact Steve regarding any questions on the use of the templates.
