Members Show Supp

eginning in early January, New York Rural Water

Association Members showed their support by

joining me to attend Congressional District
appointments, letting their representatives know how
Rural Water helps their community systems.

Traveling the state, we began in Buffalo and
continued these efforts in Rochester, Syracuse, Utica,
Pulaski, Albany, Kingston, Goshen, then finished up in
Coram, Long Island. I would like to thank all of those
that participated in these important meetings.

Your words drove home the message that our services and
training are effective and needed.

In early February, three of our Board of Directors
and myself were scheduled to travel to Washington, DC,
to continue this effort in meeting with our downstate
Representatives and our two Senators to ask for their
continued support. Unfortunately Mother Nature would
not cooperate and Washington, DC, received close to two
feet of snow, so the trip was canceled. Through email and
phone calls we were able to communicate our message
to these Representatives and will hopefully, in the near
future, gain their support. We could not achieve our
goals without the strong support of our membership and
our U.S. Representatives. We appreciate our members
that took the time to send us letters about how Rural
Water programs have helped your system. Your letters
are always included in the packages we provide to the
Representatives, so keep them coming!!

Since several of our Congressional Representatives
are new, we spent extra time with those offices explaining
what we do and how these programs are made available
through their support. From one of these meetings,
spurred enough interest that Congressman Scott Murphy’s
Senior Regional Director, Benedict McCaffree asked if
he could be included in some of our on-site assistance
calls to see how Rural Water helps communities. Mr.
McCaffree joined us for a progress meeting that took
place in Chatham, NY, to address the villages wastewater
system needs. Included at the meeting were Mayor Paul
Boehme; Engineer Pat Pendegrast; Ed Czyzewski, Asst.
Sewer Plant Operator; Chris Sperl, Chief Operator;
Steve Grimm, NYRWA Wastewater Technician; Liz
Tedford, ARRA Circuit Rider and myself. Discussions

involved developing a project to satisfy the consent order,
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consideration of upgrades, other options, and funding
sources.

Benedict McCaffree has also been invited to
attend a meeting in Austerlitz, NY, to observe our efforts
in providing Sourcewater Protection Planning. These are
great opportunities for our Representatives and their staff
to see firsthand how it all comes together and we truly
appreciate Mr. McCaffree’s interest and participation.
It is our hope that other Congressional District Office
personnel will accompany our field staff to community
systems to learn more about the needs of their constituents
and how these programs address those needs.

Again, special thanks to all the water and
wastewater professionals from our Member Community
Systems that participated in these meetings. You are the
best!! &

Please turn the page for some photos of these meetings.
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Listed from left to right are
Congressman Paul Tonko, John Welty from the Village of Fonda,

Jeff Swartz from the Village of Canajoharie, Robert Foster from the

Village of Green Island, and Pat Scalera - NYRWA

Listed from left to right are
Terry Johnson from the Town of Rosendale, Congressman Maurice
Hinchey, and Mike Ryman from the Village of Ellenville

Listed from left to right are
Congressman Scott Murphys Senior Regional Director, Benedict
McCaffree, Ed Czyzewski and Chris Sperl from the Village of
Chatham, and Steve Grimm - NYRWA

Listed from left to right are

Tony Cardillo from the Town of Paris, Bob Bowie from the Village

of Oriskany Falls, Joe Inglis from the Town of Paris/Sauquoit
Water District, Jamie Beachie from the Village of Waterville,
Congressman Michael Arcuri, and Pat Scalera - NYRWA

Listed from left to right are

Brian Romeiser form the Manchester/Shortsville Wastewater
Treatment Plant, Dana Harris from the Village of Wellsville,
Congressman Eric Mass, and Pat Scalera - NYRWA

Listed from left to right are
Jack Naylor from the Village of Greenport, Hans Schmidt from
Shelter Island Heights, and Mark Copeland Legislative Director
for Congressman Bishop

Listed from left to right are
Congressman Bill Owens and Par Scalera - NYRWA
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