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our communities in Ontario and Seneca counties 

come together for the good of all: the towns of Geneva, 

Phelps, Waterloo and Junius. Due to increased levels of 

contaminants in residential wells it was deemed necessary to have 

a safe reliable source. The area will be made ready for economic 

development with nearby access to the New York State Thruway. 

The lack of available water was a strong deterrent to investment. 

A Four Town Economic Development Water Project was formed. 

The water project significantly increases the number of residents 

receiving public water in each of the four communities while 

enhancing the corridors near NYS Thruway Exit 42, making the 

area more attractive for economic development.

The Four Town Economic Development Initiative Inter 

Municipal Water Expansion Project was formalized, and project 

design began in 2016. The engineering firm MRB Group assisted 

the towns in forming water districts and projected cost estimates. 

Once design was completed and all approvals were in hand, a 

Groundbreaking Ceremony was held. 

The USDA funded project with each community receiving 

a $50,000 grant from NYS, will be mostly completed “in house” 

using existing manpower and equipment sub-contracting areas 

that could not support open trenching. Collective material 

purchases were made using the buying power of all, reducing 

cost by buying in volume. Department heads worked together 

to provide the needed manpower for each phase of the project. 

If one community had another project they were working on, 

another community stepped in to keep the project moving. Once 

installed, filling, flushing, pressure testing, and chlorination were 

all completed by the field crew. An important part was completed, 

a pumping station to provide water from the Village of Waterloo to 

the project area was installed. Project completion is scheduled for 

the fall of 2020.

The water expansion, phased through multiple budget and 

construction years will bring safe potable water to 300 households 

and businesses through 15.5 miles of new water main, plus help to 

attract businesses to the NYS Thruway corridor. Working together, 

the projected savings will be $2.5 Million. The involved community 

leaders, boards, residents and public works teams show just what 

can be achieved by working together. 

Hopefully by the time this reaches your mailbox we will all be 

back out in the field doing just what we love, providing Quality On 

Tap. I hope to see you in my travels. 

Frederick R. Holley |  Circuit Rider III
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